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Carrying out any activity at the national level – and beyond – requires the appropriate infrastructure. 
This statement is equally true for technical regulation. It is impossible to imagine, within any country, the oversight of product safety, public health, or quality control without appropriate measurements and testing – it is impossible to manufacture any product or provide any service without measurements. 
In turn, it is impossible to imagine measurement without standards. In every developed country, the National Metrology Institute (NMI) serves as the national custodian of the highest-precision standards (and, to this end, as the home of a corresponding scientific school of top-level metrologists).

The NMI is responsible for developing and maintaining national standards and disseminating SI units. To promote international recognition of national standards and the associated measurement capabilities, NMIs participate in international standard comparisons in accordance with the CIPM MRA (Mutual Recognition Arrangement for National Standards, Calibration, and Measurement Certificates).

A single NMI for a country and its national economy is necessary for:
· establish a primary metrology laboratory that reproduces and transfers its highest accuracy to the manufacturing and other sectors;
· establishing and maintaining a national metrology system to ensure the functioning of a network of calibration and testing laboratories;
· provide the manufacturing sector with technical support on all issues related to measurements, reference standards (particularly for the food, chemical, and pharmaceutical industries), calibrations, and reference data;
· takes a direct part in technology transfer between scientific institutions, industry, and the government, thereby significantly strengthening the scientific and technical infrastructure to ensure competitiveness in the global market;
· ensures the international harmonization and compatibility of measurements within the country;
· represents the country in regional, international, and global metrology cooperation systems;
· supports and ensures the sustainable operation of other participants in the national quality infrastructure – national accreditation and standardization. 

In Ukraine today, the national metrological infrastructure consists of four scientific metrological centers (SMCs) that maintain national standards. This status was established by Resolution No. 330 of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine dated May 27, 2015, under the leadership of the Ministry of Economy, which de jure performed the functions of the National Metrological Institute (NMI). This structure was unique in the world.


The obvious and logical conclusion was the urgent need to establish a single National Metrology Institute of Ukraine based on the best global and European practices and in the most cost-effective manner, both financially and organizationally. 
A single NMI, by unanimous decision of experts and metrology scientists, was deemed appropriate to establish specifically on the basis of the State Enterprise “Ukrmetrteststandart,” since metrology is not the only field covered by the State Enterprise “Ukrmetrteststandart,” but it is of fundamental importance for defining this National Metrology Center as the National Metrology Institute of Ukraine. 

The factors that led to the conclusion regarding the need to establish a single NMI of Ukraine are the following opportunities to address a range of issues at the national level:
· the need to optimize the national metrology infrastructure at the highest level;
· achieving the strategic goal of fulfilling the requirements of the Association Agreement with the EU;
· clear coordination of technical policies, adherence to the “one voice policy” paradigm regarding international representation on behalf of the State, and the attainment (and maintenance) of full membership in key international metrology organizations (BIPM, OIML, EURAMET, WELMEC, etc.);
· preventing the risk of losing the national heritage – the national reference system;
· achieving permanent recognition of both national standards and measurement results and calibration certificates under the CIPM MRA agreement, and, consequently, building trust in Ukrainian calibration and testing laboratories and conformity assessment bodies through systematic and clearly coordinated support for the traceability of every standard used in the Ukrainian economy;
· maintaining confidence in the national quality infrastructure;
· establishing a source of expertise on metrological issues for the Government, as well as for industry and business;
· creating conditions for building the capabilities, skills, and scientific potential of metrology specialists in Ukraine;
· concentrating state funding and ensuring a coordinated management approach to the national metrology infrastructure, etc.

Thanks to the persistent efforts of specialists and the leadership of the Ministry of Economy, as well as the full support of all National Metrology Centers, the Government of Ukraine developed and adopted on August 19, 2026, Resolution No. 1055 of the Cabinet of Ministers, which, in turn, amended Resolution No. 330 of the Cabinet of Ministers dated May 27, 2015, as follows:
· “The state enterprise ‘All-Ukrainian State Scientific and Production Center for Standardization, Metrology, Certification, and Consumer Protection’ is the national metrology institute responsible for the creation, improvement, preservation, and application of national standards and for ensuring metrological traceability to the International System of Units (SI).”
Thus, as of today, Ukraine’s national metrology infrastructure has taken a strategic step toward full harmonization with global and European practices governing the operation of national quality infrastructure. This decision will undoubtedly lead to Ukraine’s full integration into international scientific research and regulatory cooperation and, accordingly, will significantly strengthen the country’s sustainable economic development.
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